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FRENCH AND GERMAN CAMPAIGNS 


Ts politicians on both sides of the 
Rhine are working overtime. The 
impending national elections May 11 in 
France and a week earlier in Germany 
are full of grave and varied possibilities. 
In each country domestic and foreign is- 
sues will be inextricably confused, French 
and German extremists alike appealing un- 
scrupulously to nationalist hatreds and 
suspicions for party purposes. Hence, the 
net result now seems likely to be in- 
creased bitterness and suspicion between 
the two peoples, which would jeopardize 
the success of the Dawes program. 


Poincaré’s Strategy 


The unexpected defeat of Poincaré and 
the Bloc Nationale, March 26, on a snap 
vote in the Senate, precipitated a crisis. 
For a moment President Millerand threat- 
ened to call a National Assembly, nominal- 
ly to checkmate the Senatorial opposition, 
but primarily to assert his conception of 
the Presidency as a decisive factor in the 
Government. Poincaré’s firmness and skill 
made such a coup d’état unnecessary. His 
reorganized Cabinet was accepted by Mil- 
lerand on the 28th. Only two of the old 
Ministers, both closely associated with 
Poincaré in the Ruhr occupation, were re- 
tained. M. de Lesteyrie, former Minister 
of Finance, against whom the bulk of the 
criticism for the recent drastic financial 
reforms was directed, and M. Cheron, 
former Minister of Agriculture, a _ re- 
doubtable defender of the peasants against 
increased taxation or export duties on 
their products, were both sacrificed. In- 
cluded in the new ministry are four of the 
most important leaders of the moderate 
Left, the party which is expected to 
make the largest gains in the coming elec- 
tions: M. Loucheur, one of France’s richest 
men and a representative of the great in- 


dustrial interests; M. Jouvenel, Editor of 
the Matin, a brilliant politician and an 
ardent advocate of the League of Nations; 
M. Francois-Marsal and M. Vincent. 
Thus Poincaré has apparently weakened 
his most threatening political opposition. 
There remains, however, a two-fold dan- 
ger, which was brought to the surface by 
the coldness with which the new Cabinet 
was received by the Chamber at its first 
appearance, March 31. It is possible that 
Loucheur and his three associates will not 
be able to carry with them the anticipated 
support from the Left. Or the Bloc Na- 
tionale, fearing that too great a price has 
been paid for Liberal assistance, may 
weaken in its allegiance to Poincaré. 


Incidentally, the personnel of the new 
ministry indicates a substantial increase 
in the influence of the industrialists and 
the cities as against the rural interests. 
Whether this will make for the acceptance 
of the Dawes Report and for moderation 
in the treatment of Germany is yet to be 
determined. Much will depend on the re- 
sults of the French elections. These in 
turn will be largely influenced by results 
of the prior German voting. 


German Politics 


In Germany there are eight principal 
parties. The present voting strength in the 
Reichstag of these parties is as follows: 
The Extreme Nationalists three, the Na- 
tionalists sixty-six, Peoples’ Party sixty- 
six, the Democrats thirty-nine, the Cath- 
olic Central and Bavarian Parties eighty- 
four, the Socialist groups one hundred 
seventy-three, the Communists thirteen, 
and various other groups eight. Most ob- 
servers estimate that as a result of the 
election the two Nationalist Parties will 
greatly increase their strength at the ex- 
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pense of the Peoples’ Party, the Democrats 
and perhaps even at the expense of the 
Socialists. It is also expected that the 
Communists may quadruple their present 
numbers, gaining chiefly from the Social- 
ists. Chancellor Marx who is a member 
of the Center which is expected to hold 
its present strength may perhaps there- 
fore retain the Chancellorship. It is al- 
together unlikely that any party will have 
a majority. 

The campaign promises to be intensely 
bitter. The Extremists of the Right and 
the Left are denouncing the moderate par- 
ties as complete failures, charging that the 
various efforts to placate France have re- 
sulted only in additional and more humili- 
ating demands. The Monarchists urge 
that Germany’s salvation can be secured 
only through the return to monarchy. 
Even Stresemann, Foreign Minister, a day 
or so ago re-affirmed his faith in the mon- 
archical principle. The Communists urge 
that all capitalistic and mildly Socialist 
programs are futile and that Germany’s 
hopes lie in a world revolution. 

Peace and Democracy Threatened 

Republicanism and democracy in Ger- 
many are battling for their lives. The 
triumph of reaction there would be a 
serious blow not only to the cause of peace 
but also to all cooperative efforts in Eu- 
rope. Yet in these critical days, except 
expressions of sympathy from the British 
Labor Party, no help comes from the Allies 
to the forces of democracy in the Reich. 
Rather the reverse. Every announcement 
in Paris that, even if Germany accepts the 
Dawes Report, the occupation of the Ruhr 
can be discontinued only in proportion as 
the reparations are paid, strengthens the 
forces of Kaiserism. If as it is now feared 
the Nationalists and the Communists make 
large gains, the Nationalists in France 
will doubtless seize upon this as telling 
campaign material. Therefore it will not 
be surprising if despite the Dawes Report 
Germany and France are farther apart 
next month than they are now. Only the 
triumph of moderation and common sense 
in both countries can prevent this tragedy. 

JAMES G. MCDONALD. 


Economic and Naval Conference 
prea pmy BORAH, March 27, intro- 
duced in the Senate the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the President is authorized 
and requested to invite such governments 
as he may deem necessary or expedient to 
send representatives to a conference which 
shall be charged with the duty of consider- 
ing the economic problems now obtaining 
throughout the world with a view of arriving 
at such adjustments or settlements as may 
seem essential to the restoration of trade and 
to the establishment of sound financial and 
business conditions; and also to consider the 
subject of further limitation of armament 
with a view of reaching an understanding 
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or agreement upon said matter both by land 
and by sea, and particularly relative to limit- 
ing the construction of all types and sizes 
of subsurface and surface craft of ten thou- 
sand tons standard displacement or less and 
of aircraft. : 

Whether or not this proposed confer- 
ence should be urged, will depend largely 
upon the contents and the acceptability to 
the chief powers concerned of the forth- 
coming Dawes Report. There may be as 


grave need for country-wide popular sup- 
port for this proposal of Senator Borah’s, 
as that which caused his similar move for 
disarmament to grow into the fruitful 
Washington Conference. 


HE House of Representatives recently 
unanimously requested the President 
to enter into negotiations with the Govern- 
ments of Great Britain, France, Italy and Ja- 
pan with the view of reaching an under- 
standing or agreement relative to limiting 
the construction of all types and sizes of 
subsurface and surface craft of 10,000 tons 
standard displacement or less, and of air- 
craft. 
Informal and official intimations were 
promptly given in both Tokio and London 
that such a move would be welcome. 


Britain Refuses Military Alliance 
HE debate in the House of Commons 
on March 17, though scantily re- 
ported in our press, was one of the most 
important since Labor came into power. 
In answer to criticisms from Asquith and 
Lloyd George, MacDonald explained his 
attitude as follows: 

First: Admitting the imperfections in the 
present organization of the Saar Commis- 
sion, he argued that this was a matter which 
had been settled before he came into office 
and added that the French troops were still 
in the Saar because the financial position 
of the territory made it impossible to provide 
a local gendarmerie. Second: In reference 
to the suggestion of a separate guarantee by 
Britain of French security, he urged that 
this proposal be broadened to become the 
guarantee of some co-operative organization 
of the breadth and scope and moral authority 
of the League of Nations. 


His statement was in effect an announce- 
ment to France of Britain’s refusal to en- 
ter into a separate treaty of guarantee. 

It was so interpreted in Paris. 


Baruch Would Conscript Capital 
ERNARD BARUCH, formerly Chair- 
man of the War Industries Board, 
appearing March 28 before the House 
Committee on Military Affairs, urged that 
the President be authorized to mobilize 
money and industries, as well as men, dur- 
ing the period of war. 
This proposal “to take the profit out of 
war” has at least the two-fold merit of 
(1) anticipating clearly the degree to 
which private initiative and wealth will, in 
the event of another war, inevitably be con- 
trolled; and (2) giving to the propertied 
classes a keener sense of possible financial 


loss and perhaps serving as a stimulus to 
pacifism. 
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